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de Gatineaw in October—have sprung
up, bringing in authors from arousd
the world and putiing them in touch
with both an eager public and the grow-
ing nebwork of creators here. (BD is
French -.'I.l:ng for eomices: its short Tor
by deeeimite ) Loeal art pulleries have
picked up on the vibe and o sterting
o ghow exhibltions of cartoons and
combcs as works of art. Local povernes
monts amd agencies, meanwhile, have
stegped in to actively ussist comic-book
croators, Premitres Lgnes completes
thi: pleture,

M DASTADUAIS HAS BECCASE & HUB (O comics
activity in Canada and for nll of French-
spinking Morth Americs” SAVE Panal
Eonrx, the man who, more than ammone
l‘i‘\-l_'. Fn'm:-:u.ll'u 1} '.lllt'll..'r\ﬂﬂ-'a'ul. l.lf CRIET IiL'!" i:II
the reFion. A cartoonist and an authoer

Culture

training in drowing and narrative writ-
by, seema o hove provided critical
FrEEL Mok u:|'|.'.1l,' is it bringing talent hers,
but o mumber of students who lsave
praduated since B2 have aleetsd Eo
shary in the CRitaozns, Prembares Lipnos
iz & direct outgrrowth of the university
progreanm, lving been fourded by prac-
uates, Si-Goorpes and Cuesned, enrtoons
ists both, are among the fvwe partners
who make up Premidtres Ligmes and
both have published works bene

MON, WHEN YOU THINK COmICE, Cor b I
that St-Oeorges, Quesnel, Mongrain,
and others are drowing French-lnngupge
TS |Ir .'1.|'I.'llﬂl". HJ{"I‘I ﬂ‘\:' 1|'|']I.|."I[ if'
being produced is for adults rather
then children. Amd L comes from a
Freneh tradition of comics that is
slichtly different from what's eommon

Just as the town of Saint-Jean-Port-Joli in the lower
St. Lawrence is known for its wood sculptures, so
could Gatineau one day be known for its comics

himzelf, the French-born Houx is one
of the regions most voen] eomic-book
spobespersons. He says the Outaotis
first landed on twe corlooning map a
decade ago, when the Salon du livre—a
mujor French-langunge culivral event
that drows more than SR000 visitors
rach g,'c-.;lr—l.*-cm'!.'u"'.n:[ e nmad  nsbond
him to inelude & comic-book element
in the show, Shortly nftervmard, e Dot
calledd, alfering Houx a ehanee to write
a regular ¢olumn on comies and becem
fng the only niewspaper In Quebec to
cover comics on & regulur hasis

In September 1998, g0, a bramsch
af the Unbversité du thdbec, ndded o
comic-book component to lts thiee-year
visual-arte and graphic-design bache-
bor's program, and the next year the City
of Gatineau erented the annus| Hemndes-
vings international die I BD de Galinesu,
whidch lasat vear drew more tham H0BO0
vigitors. Now when hie calls authors in
Europe to lonvite s Lo the Oulaouais,
Rioux says, they immedintely ko who
he b5 anad why he's calling. They're also
CaFeT Lo DT,

The university prograrm, which grad-
untes about 8 dozen people & yvear with

in the English-speakng wirld.

Here, a litile history is in ordern
FAbRCHaine de la bande dessinde, a
who's who of top cartoonisis thot's
published by the French publishing
house Flammarion, savs comics-liko
stories nppenr s far back ns the Book
of thr Dherd in anclent Egypt. But it says
modern eartooning  grew ot of the
satiric drswinga of William Hogarth
in Bth-century Englomnd, By [S1Z n
British author had dialogue appearing
in bubbles above the drowings, and by
ther 1880, o improsement in printing
technicques kad led to the evolution of
comice ns we now know them. In 18846,
La Fomille Fenoillard, recopmizable e
g comic strip todny, beeame an early
classic in France, while in the Lmted
Htates wl
Outcault ereated the immensely papu-
lar Yedinu Kid,

By the start of the 20th century, com-
icz ms m Torm of expression had taken
aff, bat thisy followed alightly divergent
paths in differont countrics, lending to
the varted approaches to comics still
in evidenee, Roux sovs that in the US,

abmit the same time, BE

comics camse to be associated with



